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forms, was declared, waged, maintained. The cross was
almost invariably the banner, the outward symbol;
the object was the protection or the enlargement of the
boundaries of the Church. The first Crusades might be
in some degree vindicated as defensive. In the long
and implacable contest the Mohammedan had no doubt
been the aggressor; Islam first declared general and
irreconcileable war against all hostile forms of belief;
the propagation of faith in the Koran was the avowed
aim of its conquests. The extent and rapidity of those
conquests enforced toleration; conversion could not
keep pace with subjugation; but the unconverted, the
Jewish, or the Christian sank to an inferior, degraded,
and tributary population. Nor was the spirit of con-
quest and invasion either satiated by success or broken
by discomfiture. Neither the secure possession of their
vast Asiatic dominions of Egypt, Africa, and Spain, nor
their great defeat by Charles Martel, quelled their
aggressive ambition. They were constantly renewing
hostilities in every accessible part of the East and West,
threatening or still further driving in the frontier of the
Byzantine Empire, covering the Mediterranean with
their fleets, subduing Sicily, and making dangerous
inroads and settlements in Italy. New nations or tribes
from the remoter East, with all the warlike propensities
of the Arabs, but with the fresh and impetuous valour
of young proselytes to the Koran, were constantly pour-
ing forth from the steppes of Tartary, the mountain
glens of the Caucasus or the Himalaya, and infusing
new life into Mohammedanism. The Turks had fully
embraced its doctrines of war to all of hostile faith in
their fiercest intolerance; they might seem imperiously
to demand a general confederacy of Christendom against
their declared enemy. Even the oppressions of their